
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
January 12, 2012 

 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast  
This coming Monday, January 16, 2012, is a holiday and the schools and district offices will be closed.  It 
will also mark the 15th Annual Franklin Township Martin Luther King Jr. Community Breakfast.  The 
breakfast, which will be held at the Double Tree Hotel at 8:00 AM, is a community event which will 
commemorate the life and work of Dr. King and bring together civic, business, government and school 
members of the Franklin community.   The scholarships awarded through the proceeds of the breakfast 
are available to any Franklin High School senior, regardless of race or religion, who is a candidate at an 
accredited college or professional school, who has a demonstrated a record of community involvement 
and volunteerism, and who has shown outstanding citizenship within the high school and community.  
Applicants are also required to write an essay on keeping Dr. King’s dream alive.  Tickets for the 
celebration and buffet breakfast are $30.00 and are available at the administration building in the Food 
Services Department, at the Township’s Senior/Community Center or at the door the day of the event.  
This year’s keynote speaker is Dr. Gary Carroll, President of CEC Environmental, Inc., Franklin High 
School Graduate and Pop Warner Alumnae.   Dr. Carroll was also a member of the Franklin High 
School’s 1984 Championship Hall of Fame Football Team and is a former senior environmental scientist 
with the US Environmental Protection Agency.  
   
Schools for Energy Efficiency (SEE) Program Update   
I am delighted to report that we exceeded our goal of 10% reduction in energy use in the district in our 
first year of the SEE program.  Due to our decrease in energy usage, the district was able to avoid 
$271,336.00 in energy costs.  Thanks to Connie Coriell, our Energy Efficiency Coordinator, for her work 
with the program and to all of our staff members who have made changes in how they use energy in the 
district.  I’m sure Rick Goetz and his staff have played an integral part in this savings as well. 
   
Financial Aid Night at Franklin High School   
I would like to thank Dr. Charles Serson, Interim Principal and Ms. Claire Hamm, Interim Career and 
College Counselor/Vice Principal of Guidance, for their work on the Financial Aid Night which was held 
last week.  Special thanks to guest speaker, Mr. David Sheridan, Director of Financial Aid at Columbia 
University’s School of International and Public Affairs in New York.  He has been volunteering for years at 
this event and was able to present a wealth of information on financial aid topics to the 250 parents and 
students who attended.  After the event, Mr. Sheridan wrote to Ms. Hamm noting that there were more 
students in attendance at Franklin than students from other high schools at similar events he had held.  I 
am pleased to see our students taking an active interest in their college and financial future.   
 
Communication Survey  
The district Communication Survey is now on-line via the homepages of the district website and school- 
based websites.  Please take some time to complete the survey regarding the effectiveness of the 
communication that you receive from the district via the website, the school-based websites and district 
television.  If you do not have access to the internet, we will be sending a paper copy of this survey home 
with our students within the next few weeks.  Creating a plan to improve district communication is an 
important aspect of the District Communication Goal this year.  Your input is an essential part in creating 
that plan, so please participate in our survey.  The survey will remain on the website through February 1st, 
and I expect to be able to report out on the results of the survey at a Board of Education meeting in March 
of this year. 
 
Personnel Update 
High School Principal:  Second-round interviews are complete, and I am moving forward in the selection 
process. I hope to be able bring a candidate to the Board for consideration in late January or early 
February.  
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Director of Human Resources:  Now that the winter break has been completed, the selection process for 
the Director of Human Resources will move forward.  Level-two interviews will begin shortly, meaning in 
the next few weeks.   
Director of Pupil Personnel Services: Last month the board accepted the resignation of our Director of 
Pupil Personnel Services at the end of this school year.  I will save my personal comments about Mr. 
Sherren and his dedicated service to the district for the past forty plus years for another evening.  I would 
like to inform the board that we have begun our search for a new Director of Pupil Personnel Services.  I 
will update the board and public as soon as the search progresses.   
Staff Suspensions:  In keeping with district practice, I will now report on staff suspensions.  There is one 
staff member suspended without pay since December 22, 2011.  There is also one staff member 
suspended with pay since January 4th of this year. 
     
Long-Range Facilities Plan Special Board of Education Meeting   
A Special Board of Education Meeting regarding the Long-Range Facilities Plan will be held next 
Thursday, January 19, 2012 at 7:30 PM in the Franklin Middle School Auditorium.  I encourage everyone 
to attend this meeting, as there will be another discussion on the future of the facilities in the district.   
 
No Child Left Behind Waiver   
We will continue to update the board regularly as to the status of New Jersey’s application for the NCLB 
waiver.  We began this update with a report that was given at last month’s board meeting by providing a 
brief outline of the NCLB waiver implications on school status and Adequate Yearly Progress [AYP].   
Please note the application and its contents were written and submitted by the New Jersey Department of 
Education for all districts in the State. 
   
It has come to my attention that some members of our community believe that the NCLB waiver may 
result in diminished standards for our children and diminished accountability for schools and school 
districts.  I wish to reassure members of the board and the public that my staff and I will continue to 
update everyone through my monthly Superintendent’s Reports and our annual testing presentation as to 
how our school district will continue to hold ourselves and our schools accountable to high standards. 
At this time we do not know what the Federal Government will do with the state’s NCLB waiver request, 
nor do we know officially what standards or guidelines the New Jersey Department of Education will issue 
if the request is granted.  Our focus today, as it has been and will continue to be, is to provide the best 
possible resources for teachers, and programs and support for our students so that each of them can 
reach their full potential.   
 
I would like to remind all that just recently the New Jersey Department of Education designated Franklin 
Township Public Schools as a “high performing” district and that a recommendation would be made to the 
State Board of Education that our district be certified as providing a thorough and efficient system of 
education for a period of three years or until the next QSAC review.  The QSAC process remains in place 
regardless of the NCLB waiver, should the waiver application be granted.   
 
Gang Activity  
At the last Board of Education meeting there was a reference made during public comment regarding 
gang activity occurring at Franklin Middle School.  Before I ask Mr. Wilson to update the board on the 
work that my administration and I are doing regarding gang activity in the community, I would like to say 
that while we expect to be able to provide updates on this work in the future, neither my staff nor I will be 
able to participate in a Q&A on this subject during public comment.  I believe that to engage in a public 
dialogue on the issue of gang activity could not only compromise the work that is currently being done, 
but jeopardize possible ways that may be considered to address this potential problem in the short term.  
However, if any member of the community has a specific concern about this topic, I would be happy to 
meet with them personally to discuss their concerns.  
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Mr.  Orvyl Wilson, Director of School Management/Student Advocacy reported as follows: 
In response to a growing concern about gang activity in the Central New Jersey area, and in some of the 
areas which surround Franklin Township such as New Brunswick, Piscataway, and Plainfield, Mr. Seto, 
other members of his  administration and I have been working with local law enforcement and elected 
officials to assess gang activity in our area and to take proactive steps to keep our schools and 
community safe.  We should be able to provide some further details at future Board meetings as that work 
progresses.   
 


